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WHAT IS ISF ? 

 
ISF is the only broad based international employers' organization dedicated to maritime 
manpower issues, providing advice and guidance to members either directly or via its 
extensive range of global contacts by representing them in all relevant forms where issues 
are regulated. 
 
In the plethora of international organizations, ISF represents the employers' voice on 
industrial relations issues, proactively explaining and justifying employers' activities to the 
media. To others, ISF is an authority on the STCW Convention and assists with  
advice on its detailed technical requirements. 
 
The ISF Secretariat also supports other international organizations, such as our sister 
organization the International Chamber of Shipping (ICS), and the International Maritime 
Employers' Committee (IMEC). While each organization is quite independent, these links 
ensure an exchange of information and co-ordination to prevent overlap and duplication of 
effort. 
 
Externally, ISF has consultative status with the International Labour Organization (ILO), 
where it co-ordinates the ship-owner position at all maritime meetings, and with the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO). ISF reviews United States developments through 
links with a Washington office and attends, through ILO, meetings of the Paris Memorandum 
of Understanding on Port State Control Committee, which develops policy on port state 
control inspections within the Paris MOU region. 
 
ISF is also an active member of the International Committee on Seafarers' Welfare (ICSW) 
and regular contacts are maintained with representatives of maritime unions, including the 
International Transport Workers' Federation (ITF). 
 
While the regulation of labour standards, and of medical or professional standards applying to 
seafarers, forms a key part of our work, providing information or guidance on industry 
manpower developments is equally important, in areas such as international wage rates, 
training developments or recruitment trends. 
 
Our Council is the principal policy-making body meeting twice a year under the Chairmanship 
of the President. It comprises a representative of each ISF member association. 
 
Two principal ISF Committees report to the Council to priorities work undertaken the Labour 
Affairs Committee and the Manning and Training Committee. Each meet at least twice each 
year and membership is open to all ISF member associations. 



 
Any organization which represents global interests must be impartial be seen to acknowledge 
and accommodate different views and be able to exert influence in a measured, professional 
and consistent manner without regard to national or regional interests. 
 
ISF, with national ship-owner association members from Eastern and Western Europe, the 
Indian Sub-Continent, the Asia/Pacific Region, the Middle East and North, Central and South 
America, provides a unique forum for employers to co-ordinate effectively and influence 
events on maritime human resources issues.  
 
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
ISF is the principal international employers’ organisation for ship-owners, whose membership 
comprises national ship-owner and employer associations, through which structure it can 
uniquely and legitimately claim to speak for a significant majority of employers in 
international shipping. 
 
The aim of ISF is to promote and represent the interests of ship-owners and operators in 
matters pertaining to labour affairs, manning and training, and seafarers’ welfare, within the 
international shipping industry.  Its role of social partner at ILO gives it a specific platform to 
undertake these activities on behalf of the industry. To that end, ISF will: 
 
 ENCOURAGE the promotion of good employment practice on board ships and develop 

resources to assist ship-owners and operators to ensure good practice in all activities 
including recruitment, training and  seafarers’ contracts.  

 DEVELOP materials and policies which assist national associations with recruitment and 
training of seafarers.  

 STRIVE for a regulatory environment which supports safe and secure shipping operations, 
protection of the environment, seafarers’ welfare and adherence to internationally adopted 
standards and procedures ensuring an international level playing field.  

 SUPPORT such regulation of the employment relationship and seafarers’ welfare at the 
international level and oppose unilateral and regional action by governments which 
adversely has an impact upon  those whom ISF represents.  

 PRESS for recognition of the commercial realities of shipping and the role of the seafarers 
and their representatives in helping to maintain a viable industry.  

 PROMOTE the positive benefits of a career at sea.  
 ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE with other organisations, both intergovernmental and non-

governmental, in the pursuit of these objectives.  
 COOPERATE with other bodies to ensure seafarers and ship-owners are treated with 

dignity and respect and in accordance with international law.  
 ANTICIPATE whenever possible and respond whenever appropriate to policies and actions 

which conflict with the above. 
 
 



 
 

 
 

MEMBERS OF ICS & ISF 
[*ICS  -  ICS MEMBERS ONLY    *ISF  -  ISF MEMBERS ONLY] 

AUSTRALIA 
Australian Shipowners Association 
Level 1, 4 Princes Street 
Port Melbourne, Victoria 3207 
Tel: + 61 3 9646 0755 
Fax: + 61 3 9646 2256 
www.asa.com.au 
lachlan.payne@asa.com.au 

AUSTRIA 
Fachverband der Schiffahrtsunternehmen 
c/o Österreichischer Lloyd Ship Management 
Ges. m.b.H. 
Lothringerstr 14-16, A 1030 Vienna  
Tel: +43 1 317 4283 
Fax: +43 1 317 4154 
office@oellvie.at 

BELGIUM 
Royal Belgian Shipowners' Association 
Brouwersvliet 33, Bus 9 
B-2000 Antwerp 
Tel: + 32 32 32 7232 
Fax: + 32 32 31 3997 
www.brv.be 
info@brv.be 

BRAZIL *ISF 
Syndarma 
Rue Visconde de Inhauma 
134-10 Andar, Rio de Janeiro 
CEP 20.094 
Tel: + 55 21 2223 1202 
Fax: + 55 21 2223 0230  
www.syndarma.org.br 
syndarma@syndarma.org.br 

BULGARIA 
Bulgarian Shipowners Association  
1-967 St Nikola area  
9010 Varna  
Bulgaria   
Tel/Fax: + 359 52 387546 
shipowners@mail.bg 

CANADA 
Canadian Shipowners' Association 
Suite 705, 350 Sparks Street 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1R 7S8 
Tel: + 1 613 232 3539 
Fax: + 1 613 232 6211 
www.shipowners.ca 
csa@shipowners.ca 

CHILE 
Asociación Nacional de Armadores 
Blanco 869, 3er Piso, Valparaiso 
Tel: + 56 32 212057 
Fax: + 56 32 212017 
armadore@entelchile.net 

CHINA *ISF 
China Ocean Shipping (Group) Co. 
Floor 12, Ocean Plaza 
158 Fuxingmennei Ave, Xicheng District 
Beijing 100031 
Tel: + 86 010 6649 3388 
Fax: + 86 010 6649 2266 

CROATIA *ICS  
Mare Nostrum 
Croatian Shipowners' Association 
Avenija v Holjevca 20 
10020 Zagreb 
Tel: + 385 1 652 5370 
Fax: + 385 1 652 5371  
marenostrum-csa@zg.htnet.hr 
 

CYPRUS 
Cyprus Shipping Council 
City Chambers, 1st Floor 
PO Box 56607 
3309 Limassol 
Tel: + 357 25 360 717 
Fax: + 357 25 358 642 
csc@csc-cy.org 
www.csc-cy.org 

DENMARK 
Danmarks Rederiforening 
33 Amaliegade, 
DK-1256 Copenhagen K 
Tel: + 45 33 11 4088 

FINLAND 
Finnish Shipowners' Association 
Satamakatu 4A, FIN-00160 Helsinki 
Tel: +358 9 622 6730 
Fax: +358 9 669 251 



Fax: + 45 33 11 6210 
www.danishshipping.com 
info@shipowners.dk 
 

office@varustamoyhdistys.fi 
Ålands Redarförening 
Hamngatan 8, 
FIN-22100, Mariehamn 
Tel: + 358 1 81 3430 
Fax: + 358 1 82 2520 
info@alship.aland.fi  
 

FRANCE 
Armateurs de France 
47 rue de Monceau 
75008 Paris 
Tel: + 33 1 53 89 52 52 
Fax: + 33 1 53 89 52 53 
www.armateursdefrance.org 
info@armateursdefrance.org 
 

GERMANY 
Verband Deutscher Reeder 
Esplanade 6, Postfach 305580 
20354 Hamburg 
Tel: + 49 40 35 0970 
Fax: + 49 40 35 097211  
www.reederverband.de 
vdr@reederverband.de 
 

GREECE 
Union of Greek Shipowners 
85 Akti Miaouli, Piraeus 185 38 
Tel: + 30 210 429 1159 
Fax: + 30 210 429 1166 
ugs@ath.forthnet.gr 
Hellenic Chamber of Shipping 
65 Akti Miaouli, 185 36 Piraeus 
Tel: + 30 1 429 3827 
Fax: + 30 1 429 3831 
www.nee.gr 
nee@nee.gr 
 

HONG KONG 
Hong Kong Shipowners' Association 
12th Floor, Queen's Centre 
58 Queen's Road East 
Wanchai  
Tel: + 852 2 520 0206 
Fax: + 852 2 529 8246 
www.hksoa.org.hk 
hksoa@hksoa.org.hk 

ICELAND *ICS 
Icelandic Shipowners' Association 
c/o SVTH - Federation for Trade & Services 
Borgartúni 35, 105 Reykjavik 
Tel: +354 511 3000  
Fax: +354 511 3001 
shipowner@simnet.is  
 

INDIA  
Indian National Shipowners' Association 
Maker Tower, 2nd Floor 
Cuffe Parade 
Mumbai 400 005 
Tel: + 91 22 22182103 
Fax: + 91 22 22182104 
www.insa.org.in 
insa@insa.org.in 
 

IRELAND 
Irish Chamber of Shipping 
c/o Quality Freight Ltd 
Port Centre 
Alexandra Road, Dublin 1 
Tel: +353 1 836 6233 
Fax: +353 1 836 6061 
bks@iol.ie 
 

ISLE OF MAN *ISF 
Isle of Man Shipping Association 
Chamber of Commerce 
17 Drinkwater Street 
Douglas IM1 1PP 
Tel: + 44 1624 674941 
Fax: + 44 1624 663367  
pat.kissack@iomchamber.org.im 
 
 

ITALY 
Confederazione Italiana Armatori 
(CONFITARMA) 

JAPAN 
Japanese Shipowners' Association 
Kaiun Bldg, 6-4 Hirakawa-cho 



Piazza S.S. Apostoli 66, 
00187 Rome 
Tel: + 39 06 674 811 
Fax: + 39 06 697 83730  
www.confitarma.it 
confitarma@confitarma.it 
 

2-chome, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 102-8603 
Tel: + 81 3 3264 7171 
Fax: + 81 3 3262 4760  
www.jsanet.or.jp 
gen-div@jsanet.or.jp  
 

KOREA *ISF 
Korea Shipowners' Association 
10th Floor, Sejong Building 
100 Dangju-Dong 
Jongro-gu, Seoul 
Tel: + 82 2 739 1551 
Fax: + 82 2 739 1562 
www.shipowners.or.kr 
korea@shipowners.or.kr 
 

 
KUWAIT 
Kuwait Oil Tanker Co 
PO Box 810, Safat 13009 
Tel: + 965 245 5455 
Fax: + 965 240 1584  
www.kotc.com.kw 
ho-email@kotc.com.kw 

LIBERIA 
Liberian Shipowners' Council 
99 Park Avenue, Suite 1700 
New York, NY 10016-1601 
Tel: + 1 212 973 3896 
Fax: + 1 212 994 6763  
www.liberianshipowners.com 
JL@liberianshipowners.com 

LUXEMBOURG *ICS  
Luxembourg Shipowners' Association 
20 Rue de Hollerich 
L-1022, Luxembourg 
Tel: + 352 48 28 50 1 
Fax: + 352 48 28 71 
MEXICO 
Grupo Tmm.SA 
Ave de la Cuspide 4755 
CP 14010 
Col Parques del Pedregal, Deleg 
Tlalpan, Mexico DF 
Tel: + 52 55 5629 8866 
Fax: + 52 55 5629 8899 
www.tmm.com.mx 
grupotmm@tmm.com.mx 
 

NETHERLANDS 
Royal Association of Netherlands Shipowners 
Postbus 2442, 3000 CK, Rotterdam 
Tel: + 31 10 414 60 01 
Fax: + 31 10 233 00 81 
www.kvnr.org 
kvnr@kvnr.nl 
 

NEW ZEALAND 
New Zealand Shipping Federation 
PO Box 10739 Wellington 6143 
Tel: + 64 4 499 6222 
Fax: + 64 4 499 6225 
www.nzsf.org 
pjn.nzsf@xtra.co.nz 
 

NORWAY 
Norges Rederiforbund 
Rådhusgaten 25 
PO Box 1452, Vika  
N-0116, Oslo 
Tel: + 47 22 40 15 00 
Fax: + 47 22 40 15 15 
www.rederi.no 
post@rederi.no 
 

PAKISTAN 
Pakistan National Shipping Corporation 
PNSC Building 
Moulvi Tamizuddin Khan Road, Karachi 74000 
Tel: + 92 21 920 3967 
Fax: + 92 21 920 3974 
communications@pnsc.com.pk 
 

PHILIPPINES *ISF SINGAPORE *ICS  



Filipino Shipowners' Association 
Room 503, 5th Floor 
Victoria Building 
429 United Nations Avenue, Ermita, Manila 
Tel: + 63 2 523 7269 
Fax: + 63 2 523 3164  
filiship@info.com.ph 
 

Singapore Shipping Association 
59 Tras Street 
Singapore 078998 
Tel: + 65 6222 5238 
Fax: + 65 6222 5527 
www.ssa.org.sg 
ssa.admin@ssa.org.sg 
 

SPAIN 
Asociación de Navieros Españoles 
Dr. Fleming 11-1°D, 28036 Madrid 
Tel: +34 91 458 0040 
Fax: +34 91 458 6087/457 9780 
www.anave.es 
anave@anave.es 
 

SWEDEN *ICS  
Sveriges Redareförening 
Box 330, SE-401 25 Göthenburg 
Tel: +46 31 629 525 
Fax: +46 31 15 2313 
www.sweship.se 
srf@sweship.se 
Swedish Shipowners' Employers' Association 
*ISF 
Södra Hamngatan 33 
PO Box 404 
SE-40126 Gothenburg 
Tel: +46 31 629 539 
Fax: +46 31 629 497  
lars.andersson@transportgruppen.se 
 

SWITZERLAND *ICS  
Swiss Shipowners' Association 
Avenue des Baumettes 7 
Case postale 48 
CH-1020 Renens 1 
Tel: + 41 21 63 72 201 
Fax: + 41 21 63 72 202 
ssa.aas@suisat.com 
 

TURKEY *ICS  
Turkish Chamber of Shipping 
Meclisi Mebusan Caddesi, No. 22 
80154 Salipazari, Istanbul 
Tel: + 90 212 252 0130 
Fax: + 90 212 293 7935 
www.chamber-of-shipping.org.tr 
dto@chamber-of-shipping.org.tr 
 

UNITED KINGDOM 
The Chamber of Shipping 
Carthusian Court, 
12 Carthusian Street 
London EC1M 6EZ 
Tel: + 20 7417 2800 
Fax: + 20 7726 2080 
www.british-shipping.org 
postmaster@british-shipping.org 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Chamber of Shipping of America 
1730 M St NW, Suite 407 
Washington DC 20036-4517 
Tel: + 1 202 775 4399 
Fax: + 1 202 659 3795 
www.knowships.org 
info@knowships.org 
 

Associate Members 
Abu Dhabi National Tanker Company 
(Adnatco) *ICS 
PO Box 2977 
Shaikh Khalifa Energy Complex 
Takreer Tower, 11/12 Floor 
Khalifa Street, Abu Dhabi 
UAE 
Tel: + 97 12 6028400 
Fax: +97 12 6028323 

BW Shipping Managers PTE *ICS  
30 Hill Street #0-300 
Singapore 179360 
Tel: + 44 20 7566 5332 
Fax: + 44 20 7490 4533 
www.bwshipping.com  
quality@bwshipping.com  
 



adnatco@adnatco.co.ae 
 
Chamber of Shipping of British Columbia *ICS 
100-1111 West Hastings Street 
Vancouver BC, V6E 2J3 
Canada 
Tel: + 1 604 681 2351 
Fax: + 1 604 681 4364 
csbc@chamber-of-shipping.com 
 

Cruise Lines International Association 
2111 Wilson Boulevard, 8th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22201 
USA 
Tel: + 1 703 522 8463 
Fax: + 1 703 522 3811 
info@iccl.org 
 

European Dredging Association (EUDA) 
Avenue Grandchamp 148 
115 Brussels 
Belgium 
Tel: + 32 2 646 8183 
Fax: + 32 2 646 6063 
www.european-dredging.info/me.html 
info@euda.be 
 

Shipping Australia Ltd *ICS 
PO Box Q388 QVB PO 
Sydney NSW 1230 
Australia 
Tel: + 61 2 9266 9916 
Fax: + 61 2 9268 0230 
kathureliya@shippingaustralia.com.au 
 

World Shipping Council *ICS  
1156 15th Street NW 
Suite 300  
Washington DC 20005 
USA 
Tel: +1 202 589 1230 
Fax: +1 202 589 1231 
Email: info@worldshipping.org 
www. worldshipping.org 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 


