
 
     MEANINGS OF INTERNATIONAL MARITIME SIGNAL FLAGS 
 

 
A 

 
DIVER BELOW (WHEN 
STATIONARY); I AM 
UNDERGOING A SPEED 
TRIAL 

 
 

B 

I AM TAKING ON OR 
DISCHARGING EXPLOSIVES 

 
C 

(AFFIRMATIVE) 

 
D 

KEEP CLEAR OF ME, I AM 
MANEUVERING WITH 
DIFFICULTY 

 
E 

I AM ALTERING MY 
COURSE TO STARBOARD 

 
F 

 I AM DISABLED, 
COMMUNICATE WITH ME 
 
 

 

 
G 

 I REQUIRE A PILOT 

 
H 

I HAVE A PILOT ON BOARD 

 
I 

I AM ALTERING MY 
COURSE TO PORT 
 
 

 
 

J 

I AM GOING TO SEND A 
MESSAGE BY SEMAPHORE 

 

 
K 

YOU SHOULD STOP YOUR 
VESSEL INSTANTLY 

 
 

L 

YOU SHOULD STOP; I HAVE 
SOMETHING IMPORTANT 
TO COMMUNICATE 

 

 
M 

I HAVE A DOCTOR ON 
BOARD 

 
 

N 

NO (NEGATIVE) 

 
O 

MAN OVERBOARD 

 
P 

- THE BLUE PETER - ALL 
ABOARD, VESSEL IS 
ABOUT TO PROCEED SEA. 
(AT SEA) YOUR LIGHTS 
ARE OUT OR BURNING 
BADLY 

 
Q 

 

MY VESSEL IS HEALTHY 
AND I REQUEST FREE 
PRACTICUM 

 
R 

THE WAY IS OFF MY SHIP. 
YOU MAY FEEL YOU WAY 
PAST ME 



 
S 

MY ENGINES ARE GOING 
FULL SPEED ASTERN 

 
T 

DO NOT PASS AHEAD OF 
ME 

 
U 

YOU ARE STANDING INTO 
DANGER 

 
 

V 

I REQUIRE ASSISTANCE 
(NOT DISTRESS) 

 
W 

I REQUIRE MEDICAL 
ASSISTANCE 

 
X 

STOP CARRYING OUT 
YOUR INTENTIONS AND 
WATCH FOR MY SIGNALS 

 
Y 

I AM CARRYING MAILS 

 
Z 

TO BE USED TO ADDRESS 
OR CALL SHORE STATIONS 

 

CODE AND ANSWERING 
PENNANT 

  

0 NUMERIC PENNANTS 

 

SUBSTITUTE PENNANTS 
1 

  

1 NUMERIC PENNANTS 

 

SUBSTITUTE PENNANTS 
2 

  

2 NUMERIC PENNANTS 

 

SUBSTITUTE PENNANTS 
3 

  

3  NUMERIC PENNANTS 

 

4 NUMERIC PENNANTS 

 

 

DISTRESS 
N + C - I AM IN DISTRESS  

 

 

5 NUMERIC PENNANTS 

 

7 NUMERIC PENNANTS 

 

6 NUMERIC PENNANTS 

 

8 NUMERIC PENNANTS 

 

9 NUMERIC PENNANTS 

 
 
 


