INTRODUCTION OF PARIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU)

The Paris MOU, is an administrative agreement between the maritime authorities
of twenty-four European countries and Canada. In 1978 the ‘Hague Memorandum’
between a numbers of maritime authorities in Western Europe was developed. It
dealt mainly with enforcement of shipboard living and working conditions, as
required by ILO Convention no. 147. However, just as the Memorandum was about to
come into effect, in March 1978, a massive oil spill occurred off the coast of Brittany
(France), As a result of the grounding of the supertanker ‘Amoco Cadiz’.

This incident caused a strong political and public outcry in Europe for far more
stringent regulations with regard to the safety of shipping.
This pressure resulted in a more comprehensive memorandum which covered

» Safety of life at sea.
» Prevention of pollution by ships.
» Living and working conditions on board ships.

Subsequently, a new, effective instrument known as the Paris Memorandum of
Understanding on Port State Control was adopted in January 1982 and was, initially,
signed by fourteen European countries. It entered into operation on 1 July 1982.
Since that date, the Paris Memorandum has been amended several times to
accommodate new safety and marine environment requirements stemming from the
International Maritime Organization (IMO) as well as other important developments
such as the various EU Directives which address marine safety.

The Paris MoU consists of 27 participating maritime Administrations and covers the
waters of the European coastal States and the North Atlantic basin from North
America to Europe.The Paris MoU aims at eliminating the operation of sub-standard
ships through a harmonized system of port State control. Annually over 20.000
inspections take place on board foreign ships in the Paris MoU ports, ensuring that
these ships meet international safety, security and environmental standards, and that
crew members have adequate living and working conditions.

The geographical scope of the Paris MOU region covers the European coastal States
and the coastal States of the North Atlantic basin from North America to Europe.

The current Member States of the Paris MOU region are

Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Netherlands,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and
United Kingdom.

BASIC PRINCIPLES OF PARIS MOU

» The prime responsibility for compliance with the requirements laid down in the
international maritime conventions lies with the ship-owner/operator;
responsibility for ensuring such compliance remains with the flag State.

» The member-countries have agreed to inspect 25% of the estimated number of
individual foreign merchant ships which enter their ports.

» IMO and ILO conventions provide the basis for inspections under the Paris MOU.



» In general ships will not be inspected within six months of a previous inspection
in a MOU port, unless there are clear grounds for inspection, and the vessel is not
of a type described in section 8 of this brochure.

» All possible efforts are made to avoid unduly detaining or delaying a ship.

RELEVANT INSTRUMENTS

The international maritime conventions mentioned in the previous section, referred
to as the relevant instruments, are as follows:

International Convention on Load Lines 1966, as amended, and its 1988 Protocol,
(LOADLINES 66/88);

International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, its Protocol of 1978,
as amended, and the Protocol of 1988, (SOLAS 74/78/88);

International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by
the Protocol of 1978, as amended (MARPOL 73/78);

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watch keeping for
Seafarers 1978, as amended (STCW 78);

Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 1972, as
amended (COLREG 72);

International Convention on Tonnage Measurement of Ships 1969 (TONNAGE 1969);
Merchant Shipping (Minimum Standards) Convention, 1976 (ILO Convention No. 147).
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Inspections on board ships under the Merchant Shipping (Minimum Standards)
Convention, 1976 (ILO Convention No. 147) relate to:

Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138);

Minimum Age (Sea) Convention (Revised),1936 (No. 58);

Minimum Age (Sea) Convention, 1920 (No. 7);

Medical Examination (Seafarers) Convention, 1946 (No. 73);

Prevention of Accidents (Seafarers) Convention, 1970 (No. 134) (Articles 4 and
7);

Accommodation of Crews Convention (Revised), 1949 (No. 92);

Food and Catering (Ships’ Crews) Convention, 1946 (No. 68) (Article 5);
Officers’ Competency Certificates Convention, 1936 (No. 53) (Articles 3 and 4).
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All complaints regarding conditions on board will be investigated thoroughly and
action will be taken as deemed necessary by the PSCO. If necessary, the ship will be
detained until appropriate corrective action is taken.

SELECTION OF SHIPS FOR INSPECTIONS

Every day a number of ships will be selected for a port State control inspection
throughout the region. To facilitate such selection, the central computer database,
known as ‘SIRENAC’ is consulted by PSCOs for data on ships particulars and for the
reports of previous inspections carried out within the Paris MOU region. If a ship has
been inspected within the Paris MOU region during the previous six months and, on
that occasion, was found to comply, the ship will in principle be exempted from
further inspection, unless there are clear grounds to warrant further investigation.

In selecting ships for inspection the Paris MOU Authorities will give priority to Ships
visiting a port of a State, the Authority of which is a signatory to the Memorandum,
for the first time or after an absence of 12 months or more. In the absence of



appropriate data for this purpose, the Authorities will rely upon the available data in
the information system and inspect those ships which have not been registered in
that information system following its entry into force on 1 January 1993;

>

>

Ships flying the flag of a State appearing in the three-year rolling average table of above-
average detentions and delays published in the annual report of the Memorandum;

Ships which have been permitted to leave the port of a State, the Authority of which is a
signatory to the Memorandum, on the condition that the deficiencies noted must be
rectified within a specified period, upon expiry of such period;

Ships which have been reported by pilots or port authorities as having deficiencies which
may prejudice their safe navigation;

Ships whose statutory certificates on the ship’s construction and equipment, issued in
accordance with the relevant instruments and the classification certificates, have been
issued by an organization which is not recognized by the Authority;

Ships carrying dangerous or polluting goods, which have failed to report all relevant
information concerning the ship’s particulars, the ship’s movements and concerning the
dangerous or polluting goods being carried to the competent authority of the port and
coastal State;

Ships which are in a category for which expanded inspection has been decided.

Ships which have been suspended from their class for safety reasons in the course of the
preceding six months.

INSPECTION PROCEEDURES OF PARIS MOU

A port State control visit on board a ship will normally start with, as a minimum and
to the extent applicable, examination of the following documents
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International Tonnage Certificate (1969);

Passenger Ship Safety Certificate;

Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate;

Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate;

Cargo Ship Radio Telegraphy Certificate;

Cargo Ship Radio Telephony Certificate;

Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate;

Exemption Certificate;

Cargo Ship Safety Certificate;

Document of Compliance (SOLAS 74, Regulation 11-2/54)

Dangerous goods special list or manifest, or detailed stowage plan;

International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Liquefied Gases in Bulk, or the
Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Liquefied Gases in Bulk, whichever is appropriate;
International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk, or the
Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk, whichever is
appropriate;

International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate;

International Pollution Prevention Certificate for the Carriage of Noxious Liquid Substances
in Bulk;

International Load Line Certificate (1966);

International Load Line Exemption Certificate;

Oil Record Book, parts | and 11;

Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan

Cargo Record Book;

Minimum Safe Manning Document;



Certificates of Competency;

Medical certificates (see ILO Convention No. 73);

Stability information;

Copy of Document of Compliance and Safety Management Certificate issued in accordance
with the International Management Code for the Safe Operation of Ships and for Pollution
Prevention (IMO Resolutions A.741(18) and A.788(19));

Certificates as to the ship’s hull strength and machinery installations issued by the
classification society in question (only to be required if the ship maintains its class with a
classification society);

Survey Report Files (in case of bulk carriers or oil tankers);

For ro-ro passenger ships, information on the A/A-max ratio;

Document of authorization for the carriage of grain;

Special Purpose Ship Safety Certificate;

High Speed Craft Safety Certificate and Permit to Operate High Speed Craft;

Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Safety Certificate;

For oil tankers, the record of oil discharge monitoring and control system for the last
ballast voyage;

The muster list, fire control plan, and for passenger ships, a damage control plan;
Ship’s log book with respect to the records of tests and drills and the log for records of
inspection and maintenance of lifesaving appliances and arrangements;

Reports of previous port State control inspections;

Cargo securing manual;

For passenger ships, list of operational limitations;

For passenger ships, a plan for co-operation with SAR-services;

Bulk carrier booklet;

Loading/Unloading Plan for bulk carriers;

Garbage Management Pan;

Garbage Record Book;

Certificate of financial insurance or any other financial security in respect of civil
liability for oil pollution damage;

International Ship Security Certificate (ISSC);

Continuous Synopsis Record.
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In addition the PSCO conducts a general inspection of several areas on board to
verify that the overall condition of the ship (including the engine room and
accommodation, and including hygienic conditions) complies with that required by
the various certificates.

If valid certificates or documents are not on board, or if there are ‘clear grounds’ to
believe that the condition of a ship, its equipment or its crew does not substantially
meet the requirements of a relevant convention, a more detailed inspection will be

carried out.

If the ship is found to comply, the PSCO will issue a ‘clean’ inspection report (Form A)
to the master of the ship. Next, the data of the respective ship and the inspection
result will be recorded on the central computer database, located in Saint Malo,
France.

For the purpose of control on compliance with on board operational requirements,
examples of “clear grounds” are, amongst others, the following:

» Evidence of operational shortcomings revealed during port State control
procedures in accordance with SOLAS 74/78/88, MARPOL 73/78 or STCW 78;

» Evidence of cargo operations or other procedures not being conducted safely or in
accordance with IMO guidelines;



Involvement of the ship in incidents due to failure to comply with operational
requirements;

Evidence, from the witnessing of fire or abandon ship drills, that the crew are not
familiar with essential procedures;

Absence of an up-to-date muster list;

Indications that key crew members may not be able to communicate with each
other or with other persons on board.
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Furthermore, control on compliance with on board operational requirements may be
included in the control procedures, particularly if the PSCO has reason to believe that
the crew demonstrates insufficient proficiency in that area.

When deficiencies are found during the inspection, the nature of the deficiencies and
the corresponding action taken are filled in on the inspection report. Some examples
of actions taken are: ‘master instructed to rectify deficiency before departure’, ‘ship
detained’, ‘flag State informed’, etc.

The descriptions of all codes for “action-taken” can be found on the reverse side of
Form B of the inspection report.

In principle, all deficiencies must be rectified before departure of the ship. Itis up to
the professional judgment of the PSCO to decide that he has to board the ship on a
second occasion to check personally if all deficiencies have indeed been rectified.

The following are the main criteria for the detention of a ship:

» A ship which is unsafe to proceed to sea will be detained upon the first inspection,
irrespective of the time the ship is scheduled to stay in port;

» The deficiencies on a ship are so serious that they will have to be rectified before
the ship sails.

» In case deficiencies are clearly hazardous to safety, health or the environment,
the maritime authorities will ensure that the hazard is rectified before the ship is
allowed to proceed to sea and for this purpose they will either detain the vessel or
issue a formal prohibition of a ship to continue an operation. The flag State will be
notified as soon as possible.

» If deficiencies cannot be remedied in the port of inspection, the maritime
authority may allow the ship to proceed to another port, subject to any
appropriate conditions determined by the maritime authority of the port of
departure, with a view to ensuring that the ship can so proceed without
unreasonable danger to safety, health or the environment. In this case a follow-
up inspection will normally be carried out in this respective port.

» In the event of a detention of a ship, the PSCO will note information on the owner
or operator of the vessel at the time of the detention. The master will be asked to
sign to confirm this information.

» When a ship has been detained all costs accrued by the port State to inspect the
ship will be charged to the owner or the operator of the ship or to his
representative in the port State.



» The detention shall not be lifted until full payment has been made or a sufficient
guarantee has been given for the reimbursement of the costs.

» The owner or the operator of a ship has a right of appeal against a detention
decision taken by the port State authority. An appeal will not however result in
the detention being immediately lifted.

On the conclusion of an inspection, the master of the ship will be provided with a
document, which will indicate the results of the inspection and details of any action
required to be taken.

EUROPEAN UNION RECOGNISED CLASSIFICATION SOCIETIES

The Classification Societies recognized by EU on the basis of Article 4(1) of Council Directive
94/57/EC are the following:

American Bureau of Shipping (ABS)
Bureau Veritas (BV)

China Classification Society (CCS)
Det Norske Veritas (DNV)
Germanisher Lloyd (GL)

Korean Register of Shipping (KRS)
Lloyd's Register of Shipping (LRS)
Nippon Kaiji Kyokai (NK)

Polski Rejestr Statkéw (PRS)
Registro Italiano Navale (RINA)
Russian Maritime Register of Shipping (RMRS)
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Additionally, there are two other Classification Societies recognized on the basis of
the Article 4(3) of Council Directive 94/57/EC:

» Hellenic Register of Shipping (HRS)
(the effects of this recognition are limited to Greece)

» Registro Internacional Naval, SA (RINAVE)
( the effects of this recognition are limited to Portugal)

IMPORTANT CONTACTS OF PARIS MOU MEMBERS STATES
AND RELATED ORGANIZATIONS.

BELGIUM BULGARIA
Federal Public Service Mobility and Ministry of Transport
Transport, Bulgarian Maritime Administration

Directorate - General Maritime Transport
City Atrium, Vooruitgangsstraat 56

1210 Brussel-Belgium

Telephone: +32 2 277 31 11

Telefax: +32 2 277 40 51

Federal Public Service Mobility and
Transport

Port State Control

Loodsgebouw, Tavernierkaai 3

9 Diakon Ignatiy Street
1000 Sofia, Bulgaria
Telephone +359 2 930 0910
Telefax +359 2 930 0920

Maritime Administration Varna

5 Primorsky Blvd., 9000 Varna Bulgaria
Telephone: +0359 52 684 920

Telefax: +359 52 602 378

website: www.marad.bg




B-2000 Antwerp; Belgium

Telephone: +32 3 229 00 30

Telefax: +32 3 229 00 31

E-mail: sc.antwerpen AT mobilit.fgov.be

Canada:

Transport Canada Marine Safety
Tower C, Place de Ville, 10th floor,
330 Sparks Street,

Ottawa Ontario K1A ON8-Canada
Telephone: +1 613 993 8196
Telefax: +1 613 993 3137
Website: www.tc.gc.ca

CYPRUS:

Ministry of Communications and Works
Department of Merchant Shipping

PO Box 56193

CY-3305 Lemesos-Cyprus

Telephone: +357 25 848 100

Telefax: +357 25 848 200
Email:maritimeadmin AT dms.mcw.gov.cy
Website: www.shipping.gov.cy

ESTONIA:

Estonian Maritime Administration
Valge 4

11413 Tallinn

Estonia

telefax: +372 6205 506
telephone: +372 6205 500
website: www.vta.ee

Ship Supervision Department (PSC)
Lume 9

10 416 Tallinn

Estonia

telefax: +372 6205 706

telephone: +372 6205 700

e-mail: ljo AT vta.ee

GERMANY:
See-Berufsgenossenschaft
Schiffsicherheitsabteilung
Reimerstwiete 2

20457 Hamburg

Germany

telephone: +49 40 3613 7202
telefax: +49 40 3613 7295
e-mail: psc-germany AT see-bg.de
website: www.see-bg.de

CROATIA:

Ministry of the Sea, Tourism, Transport and
Development

Safety of Navigation and Maritime
Environment Protection Directorate
Inspection Division

Prisavlje 14

10000 Zagreb

Telefax: +385 16 16 90 69

Telephone: +385 16 16 91 38

DENMARK:

Danish Maritime Authority
38C Vermundsgade
DK-2100 Copenhagen @
Denmark

Telephone: +45 39 17 44 00
Telefax: +45 39 17 44 01
Email: psc AT dma.dk
Website: www.dma.dk

FINLAND:

Finnish Maritime Administration
PO Box 171

FIN-00181 Helsinki

Finland

telefax: +358 20 448 4500
telephone: +358 20 4481

FRANCE:

Sous Direction de la Sécurité Maritime
Direction des Affaires Maritimes

3, Place de Fontenoy

75007 Paris 07 SP

France

telefax: +33 144 49 86 14
telephone: +33 1 44 49 86 16

e-mail: psc.france AT developpement-
durable.gouv.fr

website: www.mer.gou.fr

GREECE:

Hellenic Mercantile Marine Ministry
Safety of Navigation Directorate
150 Gr. Lambraki Av.

Piraeus 185 18

Greece

telephone: +30 104 19 1352
telefax: +30 104 12 8150




ICELAND:

Icelandic Maritime Administration
Vesturvor 2

PO Box 120

1S-202 Kopavogur

Iceland

telefax: +354 560 0060
telephone: +354 560 0000
e-mail: psc @ sigling.is

ITALY:

Ministero delle Infrastrutture e dei
Trasporti

Comando. Generale del Corpo delle
Capitanerie di Porto

Via dell' Arte 16

00144 Roma EUR

Italy

telefax: + 390 659 084 723
telephone: + 390 659 084 918

ICG Safety of Navigation Department
Statizione Maritima - Ponte dei Mille
16126 Genoa

Italy

telefax: + 390 1025 181 54 ext. 121
telephone: + 390 1024 782 45
e-mail: 008 AT sicnavge.it

MALTA:

Malta Maritime Authority
Merchant Shipping Directorate
Maritime Trade Centre

Marsa MRS 1912 Malta
Telefax: +356 21241460
Telephone: + 356 21250360
email: mership AT mma.gov.mt
website: www.mma.gov.mt

NORWAY:

Norwegian Maritime Directorate
Smedasundet 50A, 5528 Haugesund
P.0.Box 2222, N5509 Haugesund
Norway

telefax: +47 52 74 50 01
telephone: +47 52 74 50 00
website: www.sjofartsdir.no

POLAND:

Gdynia Harbour Master Office
Polska Str. 2

81 - 330 Gdynia

Poland

telefax: +48 58 620 0591

IRELAND:

Marine Survey Office
Maritime Safety Directorate
Department of Transport
Leeson Lane

Dublin 2

Ireland

telephone:+ 353 1 6783400
(switchboard)

telefax: + 353 1 6783409
e-mail: mso AT transport.ie
website: www.transport.ie

LATVIA:

Ministry of Transport of Latvia
Gogolaiela 3

LV-1734 Riga

Latvia

Maritime Administration of Latvia
Trijadibas iela 5

LV-1048 Riga

Latvia

telefax: +371 786 0 083
telephone: +371 706 2 166
e-mail: lja AT lja.bkc.lv

website: www.jurasadministracija.lv

LITHUANIA:

Lithuanian Maritime Safety Administration
J. Janonio str. 24

LT-5800 Klaipeda

Lithuania

telefax: +370 46 469 600

telephone: +370 46 469 602

website: www.msa.lt

NETHERLANDS:

Directorate-General for Civil Aviation and
Freight Transport

Maritime Transport

PO Box 20904

2500 EX The Hague

The Netherlands

website: www.verkeerenwaterstaat.nl
Netherlands Shipping Inspectorate
PO Box 8634

3009 AP Rotterdam

The Netherlands

telefax: +31 10 202 3520

telephone: +31 70 456 4500

e-mail: psc AT ivw.nl (only PSC)
website: www.ivw.nl




telephone: +48 58 621 6636

Ministry in charge of Maritime affairs on
Port State MOU

Chalubinskiego 4/6

00 928 Warszawa

Poland

website: www.umgdy.gov.pl

ROMANIA:

Romanian Naval Authority

RNA building, Gate No. 1 Constanta port
900900 Constanta Romania

telefax: +40 241 60 1853

telefax: +40 241 61 6229

telehone: +40 241 61 6124

telephone: +40 241 55 3997

e-mail: rna AT rna.ro

website: www.rna.ro

Slovenia:

Ministry of Transport, Maritime
directorate

Maritime inpsection Division
Lungusova 4

1535 Ljubljana

Slovenia

telephone: +386 1478 8500
telefax: +386 1478 8230
website: www.mzp.gov.si

SPAIN:

Direccion General de la Marina Mercante
Inspeccion General de Buques y
Construccion Naval

Calle Ruiz de Alarcon 1

28071 Madrid

Spain

telephone: +34 91 597 9247

telefax: +34 91 597 9235

website: www.mfom.es

UNITED KINGDOM:

Maritime and Coastguard Agency

Spring Place 105 Commercial road
Southampton SO15 1EG

United Kingdom

telephone: +44 2380 329 343

telefax: +44 23 80329 104

e-mail: psc_headquarters AT mcga.gov.uk
websrte: www.mcga.gov.uk

PORTUGAL:

Instituto Portuario e dos Transportes
Maritimos

Edificio Vasco da Gama

Rua General Gomes Araudjo
1399-005 Lisboa

Portugal

telefax: +351 21 391 4766
telephone: +351 21 391 45 00
e-mail: imp.psc AT imarpor.pt
website: www.imarpor.pt

RUSSIAN FEDERATION:

Department of State Policy for Maritime
and River Transport (Maritime
Administration of the Russian Federation)
1, Rozhdestvenka St., Building 1

109012 Moscow

Russian Federation

telefax: +7 495 926 1323 / 1328
telephone: +7 495 926 1024

Regional Information & Technical Centre
(RITC)

80, Babushkina Str., "Marine Computer
Systems"

192174 Saint-Petersburg

Russian Federation

e-mail: ritc AT mcs.ru

telefax: +7 812 368 3993

telephone: +7 812 368 3938

SWEDEN:

Swedish Maritime Administration
Maritime Safety Inspectorate
International Secretariat

SE-601-78 Norrkoping

Sweden

telefax: +46 11 23 99 34

telephone: +46 11 191 000

e-mail: inspektion AT sjofartsverket.se
Sweden MEI notification

Swedish Coast Guard Maritime Clearance
Box 145

SE- 871 23 Harnosand

telefax: +46 611 201 90

telephone: +46 611 855 30

sweden24 AT coastguard.se




EUROPEAN COMMISSION:
European Commission

Directorate General for Energy and
Transport

G1 - Maritime Transport Policy & Maritime
Safety Unit

B-1049 Brussels

Belgium

telefax: +32 2 296 9066
telephone: +32 2299 11 11
website: www.ec.europa.eu

IMO:

International Maritime Organization
Maritime Safety Division

4 Albert Embankment

London SE1 7SR

United Kingdom

telefax: +44 207 587 3210

website: www.imo.org

website: www.imo2.org

SECRETARIAT PARIS MOU:
Secretariat Paris Memorandum of
Understanding on Port State Control
PO Box 90653

2509 LR The Hague

The Netherlands

telefax: +31 70 456 1599
telephone: +31 70 456 1508

e-mail: please use the contact form

1LO:

ILO Maritime Industries Branch
4 Route des Morillons

CH-1211 Geneva 22
Switzerland

telefax: +41 22 798 8685
telefax: +41 22 799 7050
telephone: +41 22 799 7008
telephone: +41 22 799 6111
e-mail: marit AT ilo.org

OTHER MOUs

ACUERDO DEL VINA DEL MAR:
Prefectura Naval Argentina

PB Of.025/026

1106 Buenos Aires

Argentina

telefax: +54 11 4 318 7547

telephone: +54 11 4 318 7433

e-mail: ciala AT prefecturanaval.gov.ar

SECRETARIAT TOKYO MOU:

Tokyo MOU Secretariat

6-19-19 Shimbashi

Minato-ku Tokyo

Japan 105-0004

telephone: +81 3 3433 0621

telefax: +81 3 3433 0624

e-mail: secretariat AT tokyo-mou.org
website: www. tokyo-mou.org

BLACK SEA MOU:

Huseyin Yuce

Secretary

Meclis-i Mebusa Caddesi no. 18 Salipazari
Beyoglu

34433 Istanbul

Turkey

telephone: +90 212 2491728

telefax: +90 212 2925299

email:

bsmousecretariat AT superonline.com

SECRETARIAT CARIBBEAN MOU:
The Maritime Authority of Jamaica
7th Floor, Dyoll building

40 Knutsford Boulevard

Kingston 5

Kingston

Jamaica, West Indies

telephone: +876 926 2946
telefax: +876 754 7255




