
INFORMATION ABOUT CARIBBEAN  
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) 

 
 
Port State Control (PSC) is a ship inspection program whereby foreign vessels 
entering a sovereign state’s waters are boarded and inspected to ensure compliance 
with various major international maritime conventions, namely: International 
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), International Convention for the 
Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL), International Convention on Standards 
of Training Certification and Watch keeping for Seafarer (STCW), Load Lines (LL), 
Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 
(COLREG) and International Labour Organization Convention No. 147 Merchant 
Shipping (Minimum Standards) (ILO 147). 
 
PSC programs are of a regional nature; that is, several countries sharing common 
waters have grouped together under a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to 
ensure that vessels trading in their area are not substandard.  
 
February 9, 1996 marked a major watershed in the history of maritime transport in 
the Caribbean Region with the signing of the Caribbean Memorandum of 
Understanding on Port State Control. This historic occasion took place in Christ 
Church Barbados. This was in reality a successful culmination of years of discussion, 
research and assistance from the International Maritime Organization with the lead 
person being Captain Barrie Rial (RMA).  
 
The two Maritime Administrations which were most active in carrying the process 
forward were the Maritime Services Division of Trinidad and Tobago and the Maritime 
Administration of Barbados. The CMOU is greatly indebted to the following 
organizations which made significant contributions to its formation: 
 
 The Paris MOU which outlined most of the guiding principles  
 The United States Coast Guard offered support in every way possible and still 

continues to assist the region in terms of training attachments for Port State 
Inspections and other training initiatives.  

 Lloyd’s Registry Fairplay who worked on the Carib Ship Data Base  
 
The CMOU was signed by the following states of the Caribbean: 
 
Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Netherlands 
Antilles, Suriname, Trinidad & Tobago,  
 
However, the following were the inaugural members of the Caribbean Port State 
Control Committee: 
 
Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Cayman Islands, Grenada, Jamaica,  
Netherlands Antilles, Trinidad & Tobago,  
 
The first Chairman of the CMOU Port State Control Committee was Lt. Cdr. Curtis 
Roach of Trinidad and Tobago, the Vice Chairman was Captain Hopeton Delisser of 
Jamaica and the first Secretary was Ms. Valerie Brown Director of Maritime Affairs of 
Barbados.  



Initially, the Secretariat was located in Barbados at the office of the Maritime 
Administration. The Secretariat was subsequently relocated in Jamaica in 2002 at the 
Maritime Authority of Jamaica.  
 
The CMOU is evolving, from the onset there was an offer from the Netherlands 
Antilles to host the Caribbean Maritime Information Centre (CMIC) however, there 
were some administrative limitations with regard to the receipt and input of data.  
 
In 2003 at the Port State Control Committee Meeting, Suriname was selected as the 
host state for the CMIC. The system was contracted from Transport Canada.  
 
The Port State Control Committee meetings are hosted by the respective member 
states on a rotating basis. To date there are twelve (12) members on the Committee 
however, there have been two formal applications for membership from Belize and 
St. Kitts and Nevis.  
 
The establishment of the CMOU has been rightly regarded as a catalyst for the 
advancement and development of Maritime Administrations in the Caribbean Region, 
since member states were expected to have well established maritime 
administrations precedent to the carrying out of Port State Control. There was also 
collaboration with IMO and the Port State Control Committee through the office of 
the Regional Maritime Advisor Lt. Cdr. Curtis Roach to ensure that member states 
accede to the Key International Maritime Conventions.  
 
It is no secret that Port State Control has been a driving force relative to Flag State 
implementation. The CMOU on Port State Control remains committed to the 
eradication of sub standard shipping not only in the Caribbean region but on a Global 
level.  
 
CONTACT INFORMATION FOR MEMBER STATES AND ORGANIZATIONS OF CMOU 

MEMBER STATES 
SECRETARIAT CMOU 
Caribbean MOU  
7th Floor, Dyoll Building 
40 Knutsford Boulevard, 
Kingston 5 
Jamaica 
Tel: + 1 876 926 2946 
Fax: + 1 876 754 7255 
E-mail: caribmou@caribbeanmou.org 

ANTIGUA & BARBUBA: 
Department of Marine Services & Merchant 
Shipping, 
P.O. Box 1394,Corner of Popeshead & 
Dickenson Bay Streets,St. John’s  
Antigua & Barbuda, W.I. 
Tel: + 1 268 562 3426 
Fax: + -1 268 462 4358 
E-mail: marineserv@candw.ag 
Website: www.antiguamarine.com 

ARUBA: 
Directorate of Shipping, 
Royal Plaza Mall, Room 229, 
L.G. Smith Boulevard, 
Oranjestad, Aruba 
Tel: + 011 297 583 5192 
Fax: + 011 297 583 5221 
E-mail: anker@setarnet.aw 

BAHAMAS: 
Bahamas Maritime Authority, 
120 Old Broad Street 
London,EC2N 1AR, England 
Tel: + 011 44 207 562 1300 
Fax: + 011 44 207 614 0650 
E-mail: reg@bahamasmaritime.com 
Website: www.bahamasmaritime.com 

BARBADOS: 
Director of Maritime Affairs 
Adriana’s Complex  
Warrens, 

CAYMAN ISLANDS:  
Cayman Islands Shipping Register 
Phase 1V – 3rd Floor, 
Elizabethan Square 



St. Michael, 
Barbados 
Tel: + 1 246 425 0034/0001 
Fax: + 1 246 425 0101 
E-mail: ctech@sunbeach.net 

P.O. Box GT 2257, 
Georgetown, Cayman Islands, B.W.I. 
Tel: + 1 345 949 8831 
Fax: + 1 345 949 8849 
E-mail: barrie.rial@gov.ky 

CUBA: 
Dirreccion de Seguridad e Inspeccion Martima 
Ministerio del Transporte Ave. Independencia Y 
Tulipan, Plaza Cuidad de la Habana, Cuba 
Tel: + 011 537 881 6607 
Fax: + 011 537 881 1514 
E-mail: dsim@mitrans.transnet.cu 

GRENEDA: 
Grenada Port Authority, 
The Carenage, St. George’s 
Grenada 
Tel: + 1 473 440 3013/3015 
Fax: + 1 473 440 3418 
E-mail: grenmarad@caribsurf.com 

GUYANA: 
Ministry of Public Works 
Fort Street, 
Kingston, Georgetown, Guyana 
Tel: + 1 592-226-3356 
Fax: + 1 592- 226 – 9581 
E-mail: marad@networks.gy.com 

JAMAICA: 
Maritime Authority of Jamaica 
7th Floor,Dyoll Building, 40KnutsfordBoulevard,   
Kingston 5, Jamaica 
Tel: + 1 876 754 7260 
Fax: + 1 876 754 7256 
E-mail: maj@jamaicaships.com 
Website: www.jamaicaships.com 

SURINAME: 
Maritime Authority of Suriname 
Cornelis Jongbawstraat 2 
P.O. Box 888, Paramaribo 
Suriname 
Tel: + 597 47 6749 
Fax: + 597 47 2940 
E-mail: mamafo@mas.sr 

 TRINIDAD & TOBAGO: 
Maritime Services Division, 
Second Floor, ANSA House 
Corner Queen and Henry Streets 
P.O. Box 493, Port of Spain, 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Tel: + 1 868 625 3858 
Fax: + 1 868 624 5884 
E-mail: bevphil@tstt.net.tt 

NETHERLAND ANTILLES - CURACAO: 
Directorate of Shiping and Maritime Affairs, 
Fokkerweg # 26 (1st Floor) 
Wilemstad, Curacao, 
Netherlands Antilles 
Tel: + 1 599 9 461 2361 
Fax: + 1 599 9 461 2964 
E-mail sina@curinfo.an 

 

OBSERVERS 
ANGUILLA: 
Ministry of Infrastructure, Communications & 
Utilities 
The Valley, Anguilla 
Tel: + 1 264 497 2651/2442 
Fax: + 1 264 497 3651 
E-mail: coltechtrans@gov.ai 

BELIZE: 
Belize Port Authority 
P.O. Box 633, Caesar Ridge Road, 
Belize City, Belize 
Tel: + 501 227 2480 
Fax: + 501 227 2500 
E-mail: asuddes@bpa.org.bz 

BERMUDA: 
Registry of Shipping 
P.O. Box Hm 1628 
Magnolia Place, 2nd floor, 45 Victoria Street 
Hamilton HM 12, Bermuda 
Tel: + 1 441 296 7251 
Fax: + 1 441 296 5713 
E-mail: maradros@bdagov.bm 

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS: 
Virgin Islands Shipping Registry  
Sebastian’s Building,  
PO Box 4751, Road Town, 
Tortola, British Virgin Islands  
Tel: +1 284 468 2902/2903 
Fax: +1 284 468 2913 
Email: PNawaratne@gov.vg 



 
DOMINICA: 
Maritime Administration Unit 
Ministry of Finance & Economic Planning, 
Dominica Financial Centre 
Kennedy Avenue, 
Roseau, Commonwealth of Dominica 
Tel: + 1 767 448 2401 
Fax: + 1 767 448 7245 
E-mail: martitme@csdom.dm 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: 
Base Naval 27 De Febrero, 
Ave Espana Villa Duarte, 
Santo Domingo, 
Republica Dominicana 
Tel: + 1 809 593 5904 
Fax: + 1 809 592 0910 
 

HAITI: 
Service Maritime et de Navigation d’Haiti 
Boulevard La Saline, 
P.O. Box 1563 
Port au Prince, Haiti 
Tel: + 509 222 63336 
Fax: + 509 222 6336 
E-mail: samanah@hotmail.com 

MARTINIQUE (FRENCH WEST INDIES): 
Centre de Securite des Navires 
Antilles-Guyane Bld. 
Chevalier Sainte Marthe 
BP 620 97261 Fort De France, Martinique, W.I. 
Tel: + 59 659 660 4244 
Fax: + 59 659 663 6730 
E-mail: serge.parnaud@equipment.gouv.fr 

MONTSERRRAT: 
P.O. Box 431, 
Blades,, Montserrat 
Tel: + 1 664 491 2452 
Fax: + 1 664 491 2452 
E-mail: customs@candw.ag 

ST. KITTS & NEVIS: 
Ministry of Public Works, 
Utilities, Transport and Posts, 
P.O. Box 186, Bassettere,, St. Kitts 
Tel: + 1 869 466 5025 
Fax: + 1 869 465 0604 
E-mail: maritime@ caribsurf.com 

ST. LUCIA: 
Division of Maritime Affairs 
SLASPA 
P.O. Box 651, Castries, St. Lucia 
Tel: + 1 758 453 2855 
Fax: + 1 758 453 0889 
E-mail: maritime@slaspa.com 

ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES: 
St. Vincent Port Authority, 
P.O. Box 1237, 
Kingstown, St. Vincent & the Grenadines 
Tel: + 1 784 456 1830 
Fax: + 1 784 456 2732 
E-mail: port-svg@caribsurf.com 

TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS: 
Ministry of Tourism, 
Communications and Transportation, 
Government Compound, 
Front Streets, Grand Turk, 
Turks and Caicos Islands 
Tel: + 1-649-946-2801 
Fax: + 1-649-946-1120 
Email: hwilson@gov.tc 
 

 

 


